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Let’s Chat

• Back Channel for this session:
– http://todaysmeet.com/BLC11Studentlegacy

• GoogleDoc:
– http://bit.ly/qPi53C



Call, text, email or just be a
follower

Professional Blog: teachersfortomorrow.net
Classroom Website: 7aworldhistory.net
 Online textbook: dgh.wikispaces.com

      Garth Holman
garth@teachersfortomorrow.net

Twitter: GarthHolman
Skype: GarthHolman

Mike Pennington
mike@teachersfortomorrow.net

Twitter: Professormike1
Skype:MichaelPennington1



What do these people have in
common?

• They were all beaten by machines
– Strength, logic & reason, processing knowledge
– So what’s left?

cccccc



So what’s left?

• Creativity &
Innovation

• Critical Thinking &
Problem Solving

• Communication &
Collaboration



“The World is Flat”



What about education?



“When you only have 100
years to live”

• Rip Van Winkle awakens in
the 21st century after a
hundred-year snooze and is,
of course, utterly bewildered
by what he sees. Men and
women dash about, talking to
small metal devices pinned to
their ears… … But when he
finally walks into a
schoolroom, the old man
knows exactly where he is.
"This is a school," he declares.
"We used to have these back
in 1906. Only now the
blackboards are green."



Digital Footprints Worth Following
Our Legacy vs. Their Legacy

“We are preparing students for their future, not our past.”
Daniel Pink



Why we do, what we do

• How do we engage
students?
– Constructionist Theory

• How do we create
meaningful work?
– Relevance of work
– Creative work
– Passion driven

• How do we change
teaching & learning?
– Organic learning
– Publishing



Vision
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Conference ideas in action

• Essential questioning
• Flip Teaching
• Screen Capture
• Podcasting
• Digital Portfolio,
• Flash Video



The Big Picture

• He who works the most, learns the most
• Controlled chaos
• Individualized learning experiences
• Leaving a Legacy

– Gives the students a world stage to show what
they know.

– Re-focuses motivation away from grades
• From “Sage on Stage”

– To “Guy on the Side” -Dr. Mazur



So here’s what we did

Garth was a 7th grade teacher
and Mike was his student-

teacher…2006



Year 1: Spring 2006
How we engaged students, created meaningful

work and changed teaching & learning…



Summer 2006:
The reflection begins

• How did it go?
– WOW!!!
– We are amazing!!
– Well…not so much
– Ummmm, at least it’s

a start
– Maybe we should re-

think this… cc



Summer 2006:
We’re going to Disney!



Year 2: 2007-2008
• Mike got a job…35 miles

away
– First year teaching
– School with 2 computer labs

for 800 students
• Still an end-of-the-year

project
– Technical Difficulties….Lost

the password
– Students built pages in

Microsoft Word and emailed
to us

cc



Year 3: 2008-2009
• Switched to wikispaces.com
• Complete outline of our curriculum, based on Ohio state

standards, is designed
• Students given a choice between projects

– 112 of 121 students chose to create pages on the digital textbook
• Work completed between May 20 and June 7

– Last few weeks of school



Year 4: Fall 2009

• Beginning of the year
– Students are shown the textbook
– “Just a textbook on a screen”
– Students Brainstormed how to make it better



Year 4: Spring 2010
• Still an end-of-the-year project (with some exceptions)
• Added a lot of content

– Political cartoons, imagery, powerpoints, hyperlinks
• Web 2.0: textbook becomes interactive
• Start to collaborate between schools using Skype and

GoogleDocs



Year 4: Summer 2010
• August

– Our first presentation we meet Alan at Bowling Green
University

• First positive recognition



Year 5: Fall 2010

• The Process changes
– Collaborative approach
– Weekly Skype
– Students become

classmates
– Book is used as a

resource throughout
the year and edited
as-we-go



Year 5: Fall 2010 continued
• The Process inspires

– Common website/blog/Flickr
– Student blogs



Year 5: Spring 2011

• Passion takes over
• True co-teaching
• Flipped teaching

– Computer side Chats
• Inspires new projects
• Collaboration expands

throughout the U.S.A.
• Presentations







The Students’ History

• Student introduction
• Organization and out-sourcing
• Student work and blogging
• More student work & “Page History”
• Common Craft (cc’d) and Podcasts



Year 6 and Beyond: 2011-

• “Ask an expert”
– Podcast interviews

• Refine, edit and add
• First person history

– blogging
• Re enactments
• Beyond world

history cc



Who knows what else…

                                         …What do you think



Questions or Comments

Thank you
*background via creative commons


